
1 MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

2 OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE TOWN OF BERNALILLO

3 HELD AT THE TOWN HALL

4 March 9, 2020

5

6

7 The Governing Body of the Town of Bernalillo met in a regular session within the law and rules of
8 the Town on March 9, 2020, at 6: 30 P. M.

9

10

11 Upon roll call the following members were found to be present:
12

13 PRESENT:     ALSO PRESENT:

14 Councilor Prairie Mike Kloeppel

15 Councilor Sisneros Virginia Garcia

16 Councilor Dominguez Emily Stovel
17 Councilor Jaramillo Paul Quintana

18 Mayor Torres Sharon Torres-Quintana

19

20

21 ABSENT:       Others Present Not Identified

22

23

24 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 4)

25 Councilor Prairie moved to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by
26 Councilor Sisneros and the motion carried unanimously.
27

28

29 PRESENTATION: 5) Legislative Report Representative Derrick Lente and

30 Representative Jane Powdrell-Culbert.

31 Representative Derrick Lente and Representative Powdrell- Culbert gave an overview of the

32 Legislative Session in Santa Fe. They both spoke to how they will continue to support the Town of
33 Bernalillo as they move forward.
34

35 Attachment A: House Democrats continue Historic Push to Uplift all New Mexicans

36

37 PUBLIC HEARING: 6a) Discussion, Consideration, Action and Adoption of

38 Ordinance# 314 An Ordinance Declaring an Emergency and Moratorium on Certain
39 Regulations Regarding Temporary Signs, and Waiving the Permit Fee for Temporary Signs,
40 During Construction of the US HWY 550 Corridor. Presenter: Stephanie Shumsky and
41 Michael Kloeppel

42 STATE OF NEW MEXICO

43 TOWN OF BERNALILLO

44

45 ORDINANCE NO. 314

46

47 AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN
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48 REGULATIONS REGARDING TEMPORARY SIGNS, AND WAIVING THE PERMIT FEE

49 FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS, DURING RECONSTRUCTION OF THE US HWY 550

50 CORRIDOR.

51

52 WHEREAS, reconstruction of the US Hwy 550 corridor from NM313 to NM 528 commenced in
53 October 2019 and is scheduled for completion in the Fall of 2021; and

54

55 WHEREAS, due to decreased access and visibility to businesses, as well as traveler avoidance of
56 the area, the reconstruction has resulted in safety issues and has negatively impacted those
57 businesses located within the Town of Bernalillo; and

58

59 WHEREAS, in an effort to mitigate these negative impacts, additional signage is needed to direct

60 travelers to businesses within the Town of Bernalillo; and

61

62 WHEREAS, a moratorium on certain regulations regarding temporary signage and waiving of the
63 permit fees for temporary signs is warranted;
64

65 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE TOWN OF

66 BERNALILLO, SANDOVAL COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, that until the end of the US Hwy 550
67 reconstruction project, or earlier if approved by the Town Council, a moratorium on certain
68 regulations for Temporary Signs and waiving the permit fees for temporary signs, as provided in
69 Ordinance 310, Section 21. A.5. a., as modified herein, is hereby in effect:
70

71 Temporary Signs. Temporary signs on property zoned R- 2 ( and containing apartments),
72 C- R, C- 1 or M- 1, must have approval from the property owner. The number of temporary
73 signs in any of these zones is limited to four at any given time and the size of each sign is
74 limited to thirty-two square feet ( 32sf). A Temporary Sign Permit is required for each sign
75 prior to placement of the sign. A Temporary Sign Permit may be issued until the end of the
76 US Hwy 550 reconstruction project or earlier, if required by the Town Council, and
77 furthermore, Temporary Signs shall not be illuminated and all other provisions of Section
78 21 shall remain in effect.

79

80

81 Stephanie Shumsky, Planning and Zoning Director, and Michael Kloeppel, Community and
82 Economic Development Director, presented Ordinance# 314 to the Governing Body. This
83 ordinance was developed in light of the 550 Construction project for businesses in the Town that

84 are being affected by this project. This ordinance will enable owners to bring a little more visibility
85 to their business.

86

87 Mayor Torres clarified: This ordinance is being brought before Council because of 550, but it
88 applies to any business within the Town. It is not limited to only businesses on 550. This is
89 important because we know that there has been a lot of impact to our businesses and it allows, with
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90 some requirements, increasing temporary signs to up to four( 4) and size up to 32 square feet. It
91 does require a permit, but there is no fee. This is through the end of the 550 project, or be ended

92 early at the discretion of the Town Council.
93

94 Mayor Torres asked if the Governing Body had any questions.
95

96 Councilor Dominguez asked: if there is a business that uses this ordinance to up these temporary
97 signs, at the end of construction, do they come down?
98

99 Stephanie Shumsky replied: yes, ma' am. The signs are only allowed to be up until the end of the
100 construction period— or earlier if the Town Council desires. We will have a tally of everyone who
101 has had permits so Code Enforcement can go out and let the owners know that on this date, the

102 signs will have to come down.

103

104 Mayor Torres stated that this is a Public Hearing and asked if anyone from the public would like to
105 speak for or against Ordinance# 314.

106

107 Frances Garcia of Bernalillo Feed and Chevron asked: where are the signs allowed to be placed? In

108 front of our business or other locations?

109

110 Stephanie Shumsky replied: Signs will be allowed in front of your business, on the property where
111 your business is situated; not within the right-of-way. So, not in the street or sidewalk.
112

113 Mayor Torres asked if the Governing Body had any other questions.
114

115 Councilor Jaramillo asked: How would we let the businesses know that it' s not only for the people
116 on 550, but that everyone can utilize this? What are the plans to let the public know?

117

118 Michael Kloeppel responded: My plan is to reach out to all businesses, via email and letters, and
119 let them know that this can take effect, what the process is, have them come in for the permit, and

120 give them rules and regulations regarding the sign, so that way everyone knows the same rules.
121

122 Mayor Torres asked if there was a motion for Ordinance# 314 An Ordinance Declaring an
123 Emergency and Moratorium on Certain Regulations Regarding Temporary Signs, and Waiving the
124 Permit Fee for Temporary Signs, During Construction of the US HWY 550 Corridor.
125

126 Councilor Jaramillo moved to approve Ordinance# 314 An Ordinance Declaring an Emergency
127 and Moratorium on Certain Regulations Regarding Temporary Signs, and Waiving the Permit Fee
128 for Temporary Signs, During Construction of the US HWY 550 Corridor. The motion was
129 seconded by Councilor Sisneros.
130

131
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132 Roll Call Vote:

133 Councilor Jaramillo Yea

134 Councilor Dominguez Yea

135 Councilor Sisneros Yea

136 Councilor Prairie Yea

137

138

139 APPOINTMENTS: 7a) Lodger' s Tax Board Member Frances Garcia.

140 Michael Kloeppel, Community and Economic Development Director, made a recommendation to
141 appoint Frances Garcia, of Bernalillo Feed and Chevron, to the Lodger' s Tax Board.

142

143 Councilor Prairie moved to Frances Garcia, of Bernalillo Feed and Chevron, to the Lodger' s Tax

144 Board. The motion was seconded by Councilor Dominguez and the motion carried unanimously.
145

146 Ms. Garcia thanked the Mayor and Governing Body for this honor. I am excited and will do my
147 best. I am happy to be part of this board.
148

149

150 PERSONNEL: 8a) Police Officer. Presenter: Maria Santillan

151 Maria Santillan, Human Resources Generalist, stated that it was the recommendation of the hiring
152 committee to hire Adam Tammaro as Police Officer for the Police Department.

153

154 Mayor entertained a motion.

155

156 Councilor Prairie moved to approve the hiring of Adam Tammaro as Police Officer for the Police
157 Department. The motion was seconded by Councilor Sisneros and the motion carried unanimously.
158

159

160 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 9a) Regular Meeting of January 27, 2020.
161 Councilor Dominguez moved to table the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 27, 2020 until the
162 Regular Meeting of March 23, 2020 in order to further investigate the Open Meetings Act
163 regarding governing body members participating telephonically.
164

165 The motion was seconded by Councilor Prairie and the motion carried unanimously.
166

167

168 NEW BUSINESS: 10a) Discussion, Consideration, Action, Approval of

169 Recommendation of Award Lodger' s Tax Award March 2020. Presenter: Michael Kloeppel

170 Town of Bernalillo

171 Lodger' s Tax Board

172 Affidavit of Concurrence

173
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170 Town of Bernalillo

171 Lodger' s Tax Board

172 Affidavit of Concurrence

173

174 The Lodger' s Tax Board of the Town of Bernalillo, of which I am a member, met in a public

175 session on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 6: 30 p.m. in the Town of Bernalillo, Museum Building
176 for the purpose of reviewing applications requesting Lodger' s Tax Funding.
177

178 We reviewed five ( 5) requests for funding. The recommendation of the Lodger' s Tax Board to the
179 Town Council for award is as follows:

180

181 TOB CAPITAL PROJECT AT ROTARY PARK: $10,000 for the Purchase of Shade

182 Canopy to cover the playground equipment at Rotary Park
183

184 BERNALILLO INDIAN ARTS FESTIVAL: $12,500 for Advertising, Marketing, &
185 Promoting the 2- day event at Loretto Park, May 2- 3, 2020
186

187 TOB 7TH ANNUAL MOUNTAIN WEST BREW FEST: $9,000 for Promotion of the

188 event, Advertising, Marketing& prometon, Police & Fire and Sanitation on August 29,

189 2020 at Loretto Park

190

191 FARMHOUSE ALE EVENT: $17, 500 for Promotion of the event, Advertising, Marketing
192 prometon, Police& Fire and Sanitation on June 13, 2020 at Loretto Park

193

194 RIO GRANDE CELTIC FESTIVAL: $10, 500 for Promotion of the event, Advertising,
195 Marketing& prometon, Police& Fire and Sanitation at Rotary Park, May 2- 3, 2020
196

197

198 TOTAL RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL ON MARCH 4, 2020: $ 59,500.00

199

200 Mayor Tones entertained a motion.

201

202 Councilor Jaramillo moved to approve the Recommendation of Award Lodger' s Tax Award March

203 2020. The motion was seconded by Councilor Prairie and the motion carried unanimously.
204

205

206 FINANCIAL SECTION: 11a) Approval of Accounts Payable Voucher List.

207 Mayor Torres asked for a motion to approve the accounts payable in the amount of$ 531, 484.84

208

209 Mayor Torres entertained a motion.

210
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216 MISCELLANEOUS SECTION: 12a) Public Comment.

217 Mayor Torres asked if there were any members of the public wishing to make a public comment.
218

219 Virginia Garcia asked: Is a plan in place to pave side streets? Also, is there a plan to fix flooding
220 on Don Tomas between Calle del Norte and Calle Don Vicente?

221

222 Mayor Torres responded: For your first question regarding flooding, one of the items that we did
223 not cover today, because I believe it came from Senator Sapien, was some money to work on
224 multiple things on Don Tomas. We met with Public Works today and, from our perspective, that
225 flooding is one of our top priorities. We plan to use funding from there to try to address that. The
226 first step would be for us to have engineers come out and tell us the best way to handle that area.
227 For whatever reason, it was designed with that low spot where flooding occurs. I think it won' t be
228 till October before we will have access to that severance bond money, so it won' t be happening
229 instantly, but that is the plan once we are able to address it. In terms of repaving side streets, Troy,
230 would you like to address that?

231

232 Troy Martinez, Public Works Director, responded: We, unfortunately, are patching non-stop as
233 many roads as we can. We depend on the community to let us know where those potholes and
234 problem spots are because we can' t drive every single road every day. We do get to them as
235 quickly as we can and take care of them. In terms of repaving side streets, we have some of that
236 money the Mayor was just talking about that will allow us to do at least one road. We are going to
237 be doing another road: about the time that the Highway 550 project is finishing, the Old Highway
238 44 project will start. We are also looking at South Hill Road funding that the Representatives got
239 for us this year. Those are some of the projects that we are trying to get done. We wish we could
240 get every single road as often as we could and get them all back up to par, but we are working as
241 close as we can to get different roads taken care of.

242

243 Mayor Torres stated: Virginia, what I might suggest is talking to Troy after the meeting so you can
244 identify some of the worst areas around you, specifically so they can look at that.
245

246 Councilor Prairie stated: Mayor and Troy, with the French drains that we have, could we look at
247 making them longer and deeper because the water doesn' t seem to be draining properly.
248

249 Troy Martinez responded: That is one subject we were talking about today, actually. We are
250 planning on going in and looking at the French drains and storm drains and getting them cleaned.
251 We want to get all the silt that has settled cleaned out as much as possible. We can have engineers

252 come in and look at them to see if we can enlarge them. We will make our decisions based on what

253 the engineers recommend.

254

255 Councilor Prairie asked: That water can' t be drained into the sewer system either?

256

257 Mayor Torres responded: The recommendation is that we could, legally; but no, it' s not a good
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258 idea for the system. It would affect our wastewater plant negatively.
259

260 Mayor Torres called on Representative Derrick Lente for his public comment.

261

262 Representative Derrick Lente announced: Thank you Mayor and Councilors and thank you for

263 having me here this evening. I just wanted to mention that tomorrow signatures are due for
264 addition to the Primary for Tuesday, June 2nd for re-election to the House of Representatives. I am
265 going to be a candidate for re-election for the House. I know that I' ve come here year after year to
266 make an update; but this year, I come to make the announcement formally to all of you because I
267 sincerely have appreciated all of the support that each of you have given to me and to the
268 community year after year. I will be seeking my third term to the House of Representatives starting
269 tomorrow.

270

271

272 MISCELLANEOUS SECTION: 12b) Public Comment.

273 Michael Carroll, Fire and Rescue Chief, gave an announcement about COVID- 19 also known as

274 the novel Coronavirus.

275

276 Attachment B: Coronavirus Information Sheets

277

278 MISCELLANEOUS SECTION: 12c) Announcements. Presenter: Mayor Torres

279 The following announcements were made:
280

281 Ida Fierro, Town Clerk/Administrator, announced: March 24th is the New Mexico Municipal

282 League District Meeting at the Marriott Uptown. Those of you that want to attend, please let me
283 know so I can sign you up.
284

285 Ida Fierro continued: On the election, I wanted to let you know that we are going to have it
286 officially canvassed on Friday at 10: 00am by the Sandoval County Commissioners. It will be five
287 municipalities in Sandoval County which will be canvassed at the same time by the Commission.
288 The results of the election will be official at that point. Also, with the new municipal election, the

289 individuals that won do not take office until April 1St. With that said, our reorganization meeting
290 will not take place until the first meeting in April.
291

292 Councilor Dominguez asked: Could we have a special meeting just to do that part of it?
293

294 Ida Fierro responded: We could, but it' s within days of that. April 1" is a Wednesday and our
295 regular meeting would fall on the following Monday.
296

297 Stephanie Shumsky, Planning and Zoning Director stated: I' m not sure if the Mayor and Council
298 know, but Bill Fulginiti from the Municipal League has passed away. They will have services for
299 him on Friday.
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300

301 Mayor Torres stated: Along those lines, AJ Forte is the new executive director for the Municipal
302 League.

303

304 Councilor Prairie added: Are there plans to rename the baseball field in honor of Frank Garcia?

305

306 Ida Fierro responded: We will first have to get in contact with the Coronado Little League.

307

308 Councilor Dominguez wished to ask a question of Stephanie Shumsky: I had called with a question
309 regarding the property on San Lorenzo and Don Vicente. After we spoke, I got another phone call
310 from a constituent asking if a mobile home park was going to be put in there because of the
311 placement of the trailer. My question is: can a mobile home park go in that area?
312

313 Stephanie Shumsky replied: No, a mobile home park cannot go in there. It is zoned RI- A, which is
314 a single- family residential zone, but that zone does allow mobile and manufactured homes. It will
315 not be a mobile home park. Though, we did have our second placement permit come in at the end

316 of last week. There are three lots, and two of them are going to be manufactured homes.
317

318 Councilor Dominguez stated: I knew what manufactured homes were and understood your

319 explanation when we spoke on the phone. I understand that the side setback is five feet, but I was

320 wondering why his back door is right up against his side set-back. I was curious if they were going
321 to be putting multiple trailers in that area.
322

323 Stephanie Shumsky responded: No, there are three single- family lots and they are rather large lots.
324 So, there will just be three homes there.

325

326 Virginia Garcia asked: How many trailers can you have on a piece of property that would make it a
327 trailer park?

328

329 Stephanie Shumsky responded: There are three individual lots and they can put one on each lot.
330 The Town does not allow mobile home parks to be in the Town anywhere— so we won' t have any
331 new mobile home parks. The ones we have are kind of fading out.
332

333 Councilor Dominguez stated: That was my concern because the property is very large, and it' s
334 divided into three. I couldn' t understand why the one property owner was putting it so close to the
335 property line.
336

337 Stephanie Shumsky replied: I think his intention is to eventually build a home there. Her got the
338 mobile home as a temporary residence until he can afford to build his home.
339

340 Michael Kloeppel, Community and Economic Development Director announced: I have three
341 announcements: First, the Bernalillo Girls Basketball team is playing in the second round of the
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342 State Tournament against Portales tomorrow at 8: 00am at the Pit. Secondly, on March 13th, USAA
343 will be filming a commercial on 550. They requested it specifically because of the number of cars
344 on the street. They received the permit from DOT. The third announcement is that we have an
345 MOU with Sandoval County Landfill for our Keep Bernalillo Beautiful for free half-day of landfill
346 use for town residents. They also work with the City of Rio Rancho to provide them with two half-
347 days use as well. After talking with them, they are going to allow Bernalillo residents to go on all
348 four days, not just our scheduled two. So, those days are March 14th,

May 16th, September 12th, and

349 November 21st. That gives the residents of Bernalillo two full days of landfill use. We provided

350 this information to Code Enforcement so she can pass this out as well.

351

352 Mayor Torres asked: You said that permit was for March 13` h? Is it going to impact traffic?
353

354 Michael Kloeppel responded: Yes, it is for March 13t. 

My understanding is that they are going to
355 be driving along with police protection, in front and behind, and they will just film while the
356 vehicle is moving. They put 8: 00am to 2: 00pm from I- 25 to Home Depot.
357

358 Mayor Torres stated: I' m not sure if this will impact DOT' s decision on that permit, but that is one

359 of the dates for the State Tournament at Santa Ana Star.
360

361 Troy Martinez stated: As with what Mike was saying, I saw the permit that DOT gave to USAA
362 and one of the conditions is that car cannot stop. Once it starts moving, they are not allowed to
363 stop, with continuous flow straight through. It' s supposed to be a commercial to view the amount
364 of traffic. It shouldn' t impact it too much because they aren' t allowed to stop once they start until
365 they get over to Home Depot.
366

367 Chris Perez, Town Attorney, announced: I just wanted to say thanks as this will be my last
368 meeting. I' ve really enjoyed working with the staff and for the Town. I wanted to reintroduce you
369 to your new attorney, Mr. George Perez. I appreciate you for the opportunity to represent the
370 Town.

371

372 Mayor Torres responded: I just wanted to thank you for all the work that you' ve done for us. We
373 appreciate all the work you' ve done for us and helped us through some real challenges.

374

375 Mayor called upon Representative Lente, who stated: In May we have our deadline for our
376 scholarships for the New Mexico Military Institute. There have been some kids from the Town
377 who have been sponsored before.

378

379 Troy Martinez stated: I wanted to share a compliment we received from FNF Construction, the
380 company that is working the 550 project. As you know, part of that project includes replacing
381 some utility lines. Recently, the superintendent that was assigned to the 550 project is going to be
382 moving onto another project. He made it a point to reach out to me to thank me for all the work
383 that our guys did with them during this process. He said that one of the easiest jobs that he' s done
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384 in terms of mitigating a water line of that magnitude. He just really wanted to thank the staff from
385 our Public Works Department for providing the support that they did during the transition.
386

387 Mayor Torres responded: Please pass on our thanks to your staff, and to you as well, for those long
388 nights of work.

389

390 Mayor Torres continued: In addition to the items that we shared with you from the last meeting,
391 Terri, Ida, and I got a little bit of a surprise message from DFA wanting us to fill out a form that
392 we hadn' t filled out. We were unaware, but there was an additional $595, 000 that we got out of

393 Senate Bill 232 to plan, design, construct, and improve Calle Barrio Nuevo and Camino Don

394 Tomas, including paving, sidewalks, curb, and gutters. Again, when I was speaking to Virginia
395 about the drainage there, we will see how far we can make that money stretch. It was a last-minute
396 thing that none of us knew anything about and we certainly weren' t going to turn it down. I believe
397 that puts us above $2. 5 million for the year.

398

399 Councilor Dominguez asked: With regards to the reconstruction of the intersection at Don Tomas

400 and 550: our walkway with the exercise equipment, is that going to move or going to end there?
401

402 Mayor Torres asked Troy Martinez: Does the construct affect our walkway?
403

404 Troy Martinez responded: It has a small impact. We had to remove two pieces of the exercise
405 equipment, but we will reinstall them once the construction is done. Those pieces have been placed

406 in the Public Works Yard and will be reinstalled in pretty much the same locations where they
407 were originally.
408

409 Councilor Jaramillo asked Troy Martinez: Coming around the old La Casita, the Town is dark
410 when coming around that bend. It is dangerous once it gets dark out. Can you give us a timeline for
411 when lights will be installed?

412

413 Troy Martinez responded: With the 313 project, they had to suspend construction for the rest of
414 this month because we had to wait for the light poles to get delivered. There is a 12- week process

415 from the manufacturer until they come in. They should get installed at the end of March going into
416 the beginning of April. They will also be doing the drive pad in front of Our Lady of Sorrow
417 Church. They will also be doing a little bit of a project along the Vietnam Memorial because the
418 sidewalk is now a step lower than the pavers. We want to make it safe, so we are going to put a rail
419 around it.

420

421 Councilor Dominguez stated: When the new billboard announcing the Town' s events went up, I
422 was asked a question about the signs right by the river—the" Welcome to Bernalillo" signs with

423 the adobe. The constituent asked why they were not taken care of properly. And until that was
424 brought up to me, I hadn' t realized they are deteriorating. After this was brought to my attention, I
425 did notice that the adobes are deteriorating. Is there any way we can patch them or take care of
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426 them?

427

428 Troy Martinez responded: It is hard to seal the adobes so they don' t get the water damage, we had
429 the same situation right in front of the Police Department with some of those adobes. One of the

430 things that we did was restuccoed with a synthetic stucco. It will protect it a lot longer than the

431 adobe itself.

432

433 Councilor Dominguez stated: I know that with the Old Our Lady of Sorrows, a layer of lime
434 plaster is added to protect the adobes.

435

436 Troy Martinez responded: I know that several years ago they did it as part of the YCC. I wasn' t
437 part of the project at that time. I can look into reaching out and finding a group that would want to
438 do that kind of work. Unfortunately, internally, we just don' t have staff that knows how to do
439 adobe.

440

441 Councilor Sisneros added: I noticed that the entrance into Bernalillo at the south end, the landscape

442 adobes have deteriorated quite a bit also.

443

444 Troy Martinez responded: Yes, that landscape got hit by a car about a month ago. We will take a
445 better look at the adobes and come up with a plan.
446

447

448 There being no further business, Councilor Prairie moved to adjourn the meeting at 8: 07 P. M. The
449 motion was seconded by Councilor Jaramillo and carried unanimously.
450

451 Done this
9th

day of March 2020.
452

453

454 ATTEST:

455 4„:     456 GL t(-1
457 Ida Fierro, Town Clerk Ja S. Torres, Mayor

458     ( seal)
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House Democrats Continue Historic Push To Uplift All New Mexicans

Accomplishments Put Kids, Hardworking Families First
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Health Care

Every New Mexican deserves access to affordable, quality health care. This session, House Democrats made
great strides in promoting the health of all New Mexicans with legislation that will be impactful for many years
to come.

Beginning with the Wholesale Prescription Drug Importation Act, New Mexicans will have access to
dramatically lower prescription drug costs through the expansion of the state' s pharmaceutical market
beyond the U.S. border( SB1). House Democrats also fought to cap the cost of insulin at $ 25 per month,
giving New Mexicans the ability to afford their life-saving medication( HB292).
Pharmacists certified to prescribe medication will be paid and licensed comparable to other healthcare

professionals, greatly helping rural communities access the health services they need (HB42).
Health insurance plans will also be more affordable thanks to Democratic- led legislation giving the New
Mexico Health Insurance Exchange greater authority to make health insurance plans more responsive to
New Mexicans' needs. ( HB 100).

New Mexico' s seniors will live out their lives with dignity thanks to House Democrats and the passage
of the Kiki Saavedra Senior Dignity Fund. This fund prioritizes funding and access to services for senior
citizens, such as specialty physical and behavioral health.

A Responsive and Responsible Budget

As Democrats, we are proud to say that our budget reflects our New Mexico values. With our responsive and
responsible budget, we are investing in our youngest generation, our teachers, our small businesses, our rural
communities, our most vulnerable, our health, and our future.

Our budget appropriated a total of$7. 621 billion, a 7.6% or$ 536 million increase over FY20.

We saved 25 percent into the General Fund Reserve— the largest reserve in state history.
All state employees received an average 4% pay increase, including teachers, and we are proud to
increase public education funding by $216. 8 million, continuing our push to uplift a generation of our
kids from a life of poverty.

230 million will be invested in roads, bridges, rest areas, and infrastructure, an important boost for

public safety and economic development.
We also appropriated an additional $20 million to support New Mexicans with developmental

disabilities, moving hundreds off ofprohibitively long waitlists, along with allocating additional funds
to protect Medicaid coverage and increase support for family, infant, and toddler care.

Energy and Environment
Nothing is more important than safeguarding our land, air, and water. House Democrats know we can protect
New Mexico' s environment while strengthening our economy.

We passed legislation that moves the state forward by creating a modern electricity grid, delivering on
our state' s promise to provide renewable energy to every community (HB233).

House Democrats also recommitted to moving toward environmental sustainability through the
reinstatement of the Solar Tax Credit( SB29). This credit will support our growing solar energy industry,
create quality jobs, and reinvest in our communities.

Attachment A



Public Safety
No community should live in fear. In order to tackle the root causes of crime while also keeping dangerous
criminals out of our neighborhoods, House Democrats fought to pass comprehensive public safety legislation.

The Safer Communities Act, a bipartisan safety package, improves public safety, and addresses factors
that contribute to crime (HB6). This package gives courts the ability to hold accountable those who
commit crimes with a firearm and provides our law enforcement officers the resources, quality training,
support, and tools necessary to do their jobs.
We also passed a bill that saves lives that otherwise would be lost due to gun violence. The Extreme

Risk Protection Order Act creates a process for law enforcement to temporarily suspend a person' s
access to firearms if that person appears to pose an immediate threat to themselves or others ( SB5). This

proactive and constitutional bill empowers family members and friends to report signs of dangerous
behavior before tragedy strikes.

Economic Transformation For New Mexico' s Working Families
House Democrats passed measures to uplift New Mexico' s working families and the state' s economy.

Workers will be protected from discrimination related to pregnancy or childbirth( HB25).

House Democrats solidified our competitiveness by reinvigorating the state' s Public Employees
Bargaining Act( HB364), and ensuring New Mexicans get paid what they deserve with a strong
prevailing wage bill (SB98).

House Democrats also took the bold step of passing legislation that protects the right of an employee to
disclose claims of sexual harassment or assault in a settlement agreement( HB21), and legislation that

removes professional and occupational licensing barriers to employment for immigrants and the state' s
nearly 6,000 DACA recipients( HB 137).

Finally, House Democrats are providing retirees with security into their golden years by protecting their
retirements through PERA solvency ( SB72) and by establishing a voluntary Retirement Plan
Marketplace so every New Mexican can save for their life after work( HB44).

Education Moonshot 2. 0

House Democrats continued our education moonshot, with investments reflecting our commitment to uplift an
entire generation from a life ofpoverty.

In addition to increasing our investment in students and schools by nearly a billion dollars over the past
two years, House Democrats fought and passed increased funding through the SEG for at-risk students
HB59).

Investment increased in public education by $216. 8 million and establishing a$ 320 million Early
Childhood Education and Care Fund( HB2 & HB83).

We also passed a bill eliminating co- pays for reduced school meals to ensure that no child learns on an
empty stomach( HB 10).

House Democrats also put our teachers first by passing a budget that included a 4 percent pay increase
for every public school teacher and educator( HB2). We established a teacher residency program to
improve the skills and retention rates ofNew Mexico' s teachers ( HB92) and created a standardized

program of teacher mentorship across our public schools so first-year teachers have the support they
need( HB62).

The budget includes $32 million in funding for a package of financial aid programs including the
Opportunity Scholarship to cover 100% of tuition. We also curbed predatory lending practices by
colleges, requiring them to disclose their financial and career-related information to allow prospective
students to shop for the best, most-affordable school (HB 17).



FIF

OA,       I

R rS UE

Town ofBernalillo Fire and Rescue Department

Fire Chief: Mike Carroll

March 3, 2020

Coronavirus

All, as you are aware there are now documented cases of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus
Disease ( COVID- 19), in the United States. Per the New Mexico Department of Health,
currently there are no confirmed cases in the State. The Department of Health, and the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ( CDC) recommend the following steps.

The best steps you can take to protect yourself, are the same for the flu, handwashing or
use of hand sanitizer, and avoid touching your face until you have cleaned your hands. To
help prevent the spread of illness, if you cough or sneeze, do so into the crook or your
elbow, and if you feel ill with fever stay home.

Only specific types of facemasks are effective to prevent exposure, and only if they are
properly fitted and worn. Regular facemasks such as " surgical masks" are not effective at

preventing exposure, and may give you a false sense of security. Wearing any face mask
for the general public is not recommended, for some people your healthcare provider may
recommend wearing one, depending on your specific medical history.

The virus that causes COVID- 19 is a new or novel virus, other corona viruses cause
common colds, and some other more severe diseases, such as SARS. For more

information the New Mexico Department of Health has information on its site
https:// nmhealth.org/ , and at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at
https:// www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/ index.html .

Bernalillo Fire and Rescue Department, 829 Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004
Office: 505-771- 7135 Fax: 505-771-7102

Attachment B
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Attention Town of Bernalillo Residents!!

As you all are aware of the epidemic case of the Coronavirus outbreak that has now

traveled to the United States, we should all take precautionary steps to protect ourselves
and our loved ones.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ( CDC), and the New

Mexico Department of Health people should take the following steps:

The first, and best way to do prevent contamination, is to wash your hands ( for at least

20 seconds) regularly with soap and water. If you cough and or sneeze, do so into your

sleeve or in a tissue. If you do cough and or sneeze in a tissue, please make sure to

dispose of the tissue in the trash. If possible, avoid being in contact with people who are
sick.

People are being asked NOT to wear facemasks to protect themselves from respiratory
viruses. You should only wear a mask if a healthcare professional recommends it.

If you become sick, it is best to stay home. If you do need to seek medical attention

and/ or already have a medical appointment, call ahead before visiting your healthcare
provider and advise them of your symptoms. This will allow the office to take

precautionary steps before your arrival.

If you call for emergency medical assistance, and are having flu like symptoms, please
advise the dispatcher so the emergency medical staff can be prepared upon arrival.

There is a list of " frequently asked questions" on the New Mexico Department of Health

website at nmhealth. org for your review to better educate you about the coronavirus.

We would like to encourage everyone to take precautionary measures to keep everyone
healthy and safe.


